


�   Science fiction becoming science 
reality 

�  Bad science in science fiction 
� Using science fiction as a starter for 

discussion 



�  Retro-futurism – 
are we now living 
in science 
fiction? 

There are many 
examples of 
where science 
fiction has 
become science 
reality. 





cloning 

Communication 
satellites streaming audio and video 

and clickable hypertext links 

robots 
From the Earth to the Moon, and the 1870 
follow-up, Around the Moon, nailed a lot of 
the minutiae of a moon visit, including 
weightlessness, the basic size of the space 
capsule, the size of the crew (three men), 
and even the concept of splashdown into 
the ocean on return to Earth. 

waterbeds 

Miniature  
surgery 

cyberspace 



�  Tanning beds, video chat, electronic 
media news, robot cleaners, food 
vending machines, talking alarm clocks. 



� Where to start? 
There is good science, bad science and 

‘you have got to be joking’ science  
 



�  The bad science 
can be used to 
examine the reality 
of how things might 
actually look and 
act.  These movies 
are also fun to pull 
apart scientifically.  



�  The good science can be 
used as a teaching aid, an 
attention grabber, 
motivational tool. 

It can also fit nicely into a 
science program as a 
resource,  

-or as an assistant  
for yard duty.  
 



� As an extension program, looking at the 
science in science fiction movies can be 
an interesting and engaging project 

http://www.intuitor.com/moviephysics/ 



�  Science fiction has been used as 
morality/cautionary tales. 

This fits in nicely with the National 
Curriculum where students are 
encouraged to be careful and critical 
observers of the scientific world.  



�  http://www.badastronomy.com/bad/index.html 
�  http://www.intuitor.com/moviephysics/ 
�  http://www.cracked.com/article_18846_6-eerily-

specific-inventions-predicted-in-science-
fiction_p2.html 

�  http://drdianehamilton.wordpress.com/
2010/12/03/10-sci-fi-predicted-inventions-that-
actually-made-it-to-market/ 


